
 
 
 

WHYY/ Workforce Investment 
Board Adult Basic Education  
 
Since our inception in the 1950s, WHYY has been 
providing the highest quality content on television, 
radio, the web and in our civic space.  The content is 
designed to promote life-long learning and to provide 
cultural connectivity within our most eclectic 
community.  
 
WHYY has pioneered the application of new and 
innovative digital technologies that can turn the 
workplace into a 21st century learning center . This is 
data casting:  A high quality-low cost digital content 
delivery system. 
 
This technology has the potential to transform the 
workplace into a learning environment.  It also 
provides the opportunity to distribute learning to 
individual learners in remote locations without the 
costs of expensive satellite hardware and 
transmission, and without the poor video quality and 
slow speed of Internet connections.  Content for 
learning can be delivered over the air direct to a PC.   
 
Data casting could revolutionize the training industry 
in a way that no one today can even imagine.  The 
WHYY broadcast signal currently covers Southeastern 
PA, South Jersey and the entire state of Delaware.  
Today, using that signal, WHYY can deliver training 
programs using data casting to a large portion of our 
coverage area.   Soon, that reach will be extended, 
and will also include, through PPTN (Pennsylvania 
Public Television Network), selected programming 
delivered through the entire state, creating a virtual, 
cutting-edge infrastructure for knowledge 
distribution…anywhere, anytime…helping to close 
the digital divide.  
 
The WHYY data casting pilot project, funded by a 
grant from PPTN, focuses on adult basic education: 
Preparing the entry level worker to enter the 
workplace, and increase the number of residents in 
the Commonwealth completing their high school, and 
college, educations through distance learning.   
 
WHYY is utilizing the existing PBS LiteracyLink 
programs “Workplace Essential Skills” (WES) 
and “GED Connection” in a pilot project to 
demonstrate the effectiveness and potential of digital 
broadcast-based delivery to help bridge the digital 
divide and deliver training where people need it most.   
 

Both of these multi-part courses offer three 
components – print, video and web.  WHYY is 
digitizing 58 half hour video segments and over 700 
pages of text turning video tapes and workbooks into 
a digital signal to be received at a desktop computer.  
An easy to use interface has been added to provide 
the independent learner to take the programs with 
little, or no, assistance.  Workbook information is 
available online for pre and post learner support.  
And, the heart of the training is provided through the 
high quality video experience.  There are also 
links to the PBS Literacy Link website, where 
additional training and support materials are 
available, providing a more complete learning 
experience. 
 
In partnership with the local 
Workforce Investment Boards of 
Chester, Philadelphia, Delaware and 
Montgomery Counties, WHYY is 
acquiring and placing computers into 
selected communities in each county.  
The PCs will be placed in various 
locations, including libraries, hospitals, 
community centers, and colleges, 
which are easily accessible by the 
targeted population.   The Workforce 
Essential Skills and GED Connection 
programs will be delivered to these 
sites, in addition to other training and 
job search content, as determined by 
the CareerLink offices and the 
Workforce Investment Boards in each 
county.  
 
Once proven effective, computers can be placed in 
strategic locations throughout the Commonwealth.  
Adult basic education and other workforce training 
courses could be broadcast on a regularly scheduled 
basis to all sites, and refreshed as needed.  In 
addition a database of skills assessment and training 
tools could be sampled and requested for later 
delivery.   
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Susan Knoble  
Executive Director 
Adult Learning Services 
WHYY, Inc. 
Independence Mall West 
150 N. 6th Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19106 
 
Tel:  215 351 1200, ext.  3308 
E-Mail:  sknoble@whyy.org 


